Course Code

MABS 07

Course Title

Nagarjuna’s Philosophy as reflected in His
Milamadhyamakakarika

Aim

Studying Nagarjuna’s Philosophy from Primary Sources.

Content

Nagarjuna is generally regarded as a Mahayanist. In India, he was
claimed as the founder of the Mahayana and in China, the patriarch
of all the eight Mahayana schools. Many works (preserved mainly in
Chinese translations) have been ascribed to him. Among them, some
like the Mahaprajiia-paramita-sastra, certainly do deal with specifically
Mahayana themes particularly the altruistic practice of the bodhisattva.
Accordingly, many modern scholars continue to present him as a great
Mahayana expositor. However, some recent researchers have expressed
serious doubt as to the authorship of this and other such works ascribed
to him. Some (e.g. A. K. Warder) have even questioned whether he can
be legitimately considered a Mahayanist as such. This course aims at
a careful examination of the Milamadhyamakakarika, the work which
is unanimously agreed to be genuinely authored by him and which
establishes his fundamental ‘philosophical position.” Through a more or
less chapter-by-chapter in-depth critical study of the text (along with the
ancient commentaries on it), it is intended that the students will be able
to clarify for themselves the true standpoint of Nagarjuna.

Duration

30 hours

Method of
Teaching

Lectures, discussions and assignments

Method of

Evaluation

m Two assignments
m In-class participation
m Final year examination

Expected
Learning

Outcomes

Student identifies works of Nagarjuna and student can explain
Nagarjuna’s philosophical position and basic concepts and the
philosophy of emptiness.
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