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Course Code MABS 06
Course Title Origins of Mahayana and the Earliest Mahayana Sutras
Aim Studying the origins and development of Mahayana elements embedded 

LQ�1LNƗ\D�ƖJDPD�7H[WV�WKURXJK�WKRVH�RI�WKH�SUH�0DKD\DQD�VFKRROV�WR�
WKH�GLVWLQFWO\�0DKD\DQD�GRFWULQHV�LQ�WKH�HDUOLHVW�0DKƗ\DQD�6ǌWUDV���

Content 3UH�0DKD\DQD�HOHPHQWV�IRXQG�LQ�1LNƗ\D�DQG�ƖJDPD�WH[WV��SUH�0DKD\DQD�
VFKRROV��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�0DKƗVƗৄJKLND�DQG��WKH�9LEKƗM\DYƗGD���FDXVHV�
WKDW�OHG�WR�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�0DKƗ\DQD�WDNLQJ�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKH�IDFWRUV�
VXFK�DV�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�GRFWULQDO�LQÀXHQFHV�IURP�RXWVLGH�
%XGGKLVP�� HDUOLHVW� 0DKƗ\ƗQD� 6ǌWUDV� EDVHG� RQ� PDWHULDOV� IURP� ERWK�
Sanskrit and Chinese Sources (especially translations in the 2nd and 
3rd  centuries), main doctrinal features of these texts (to facilitate the 
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�EDFNJURXQG�RI�SUR�0DKƗ\DQD�GRFWULQHV���UHOHYDQW�
VHFWLRQV� RI� WH[WV� VXFK� DV� WKH�.DWKƗYDWWKX� �ZLWK� LWV� FRPPHQWDU\��� WKH�
6DPD\DEKHGRSDFDUDΧDFDNUD, and the $EKLGKDUPDPDKƗYLEKƗΙƗ�VƗVWUD.  
Students are not required to be conversant in Sanskrit and Chinese 
languages although some acquaintance with important doctrinal terms 
will be an advantage.

Duration 30 hours
Method of 
Teaching

Lectures, discussions and assignments 

Method of 
Evaluation

 Ŷ Two assignments 
 Ŷ  In-class participation     
 Ŷ Final year examination

Expected 
Learning 
Outcomes

The student will be able to explain the causes that led to the emergence 
RI�0DKƗ\DQD�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�1LNƗ\D�DQG�ƖJDPD�WH[WV�DQG�3UH�0DKƗ\ƗQD�
VFKRROV�DQG�0DKD\DQD�FRQFHSWV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�(DUO\�0DKƗ\ƗQD�6ǌWUDV�
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