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Course Code MABS 05
Course Title Buddhalogical Developments: A Study based on pre-Mahayana 

Buddhist Literature
Aim To provide the students with a knowledge of Buddhalogical developments 

in the pre-Mahayana Buddhist literature 
Content This study will consist of a critical historical survey of the pre-Mahayana 

Buddhalogical developments and is expected to serve as a prelude to a 
better understanding of their culmination in the schools of Mahayana 
Buddhism. For this purpose, attention will be focused on the incipient 
stages of Buddhalogical speculation and their gradual growth within 
the pre-Mahayana Buddhist literature, polemical discussions on the 
subject in the .DWKƗYDWWKX�DQG�LWV�FRPPHQWDU\�DQG�WKH�/RNRWWDUDYƗGD�
WUDGLWLRQ� RI� WKH� 0DKƗVƗৄJKLND� DQG� WKHLU� VXE�VHFWV�� 7KH� PDLQ� WRSLFV�
RI� GLVFXVVLRQ� ZLOO� LQFOXGH�� WKH� GL൵HUHQFH� EHWZHHQ� %XGGKD�� 3DFFHND�
Buddha and Arahant; the Buddhist concept of PDKƗSXULVD; Buddha as 
‘VDWWKƗ�GHYDPDQXVVƗQDΥ’; the account of the wonderous and marvellous 
events; the spiritual qualities of the Buddha: GDVDEDOD, FDWX�YHVDUDMMD, 
DΛΛKƗGDVD�ƗYHΧLND�GKDPPD, SDxFD�FDNNKX, WHYLMMƗ and VDEEDxxXWƗ; the 
doctrine of previous Buddhas and the future Buddha; the concept of 
Bodhisatta and the practice of SƗUDPLWƗ; the doctrine of NƗ\D and the 
place of the Buddha in relation to the cosmos. 

Duration 30 hours
Method of 
Teaching

Lectures and class discussions 

Method of 
Evaluation

 Ŷ Essay assignments
 Ŷ In-class participation

Refer to method of evaluation in page 55
Expected 
Learning 
Outcomes

Student explain the Buddhalogical development in pre-Mahayana 
Buddhist literature
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