Course Code

MABS 63

Course Title

Doctrines of Early Indian Yogacara

Aim

To introduce students the doctrinal development of Indian Yogacara up
to the period of Dharmapala..

Content

This course introduces the students to the doctrinal development of
Indian Yogacara up to the period of Dharmapala. The survey begins
with a brief survey of the doctrinal contribution by the Sarvastivadins
in the milieu of the Abhidharma-mahavibhasa particularly the early
yogacaras. It will then proceed to examine the doctrines in the Basic
Section (A7) (mauli bhiimi) of the Yogdcara-bhiimi which is the
whole constitutes the earliest stratum of the textual sources of the
Yogacara as a Mahayana school. Particular emphases are laid here
on its doctrines of the two intrinsic natures, prajiiaptivada-svabhava
and nirabhilapya-svabhava, and its epistemological doctrines - both
representing a realistic standpoint characteristic of this Section. This
will be followed by a study of the relatively more developed doctrines
in the texts of the Maitreya-Asanga complex and of Vasubandu, et al.,
including the system of eight consciousnesses (particularly the alaya-
vijiiana doctrine), the Threefold Intrinsic Nature, the Threefold Absence
of Intrinsic Natures, vijilaptimatratd and asrayaparavrtti. The course
will end with a discussion on the developed doctrines in Xuanzang’s
Vijfiaptimatra-siddhi (B MR ER).

Duration

30 hours

Method of
Teaching

Lectures and class discussions

Method of

Evaluation

m Essay assignments
m In-class participation

Expected
Learning

Outcomes

At the end of this course, the student will be able to demonstrate:
i.  adequate understanding of the historical background of the origins
and development of the Indian Yogacara tradition;

ii.  critically analyze the doctrinal signification of the major Indian
Yogacara teachings developed in the various texts pertaining to the
different historical strata;

iii.  understand and apply the Yogacara teachings related to spiritual
praxis in their own lives.
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