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Course Code MABS 62
Course Title 7KH�'RFWULQH�RI�ĝǌQ\DWƗ��(PSWLQHVV���3UDMxƗSƗUDPLWƗ�6FULSWXUHV�

and Early Madhyamika
Aim To educate students of the doctrine of emptiness as expounded in the 

3UDMxƗSƗUDPLWƗ�VXWUDV�DQG�WKH�(DUO\�0ƗGK\DPLND�6FKRRO���
Content This course introduces the doctrine of emptiness as expounded in the 

3UDMxƗSƗUDPLWƗ�VXWUDV�DQG�WKH�(DUO\�0ƗGK\DPLND�6FKRRO��,W�KLJKOLJKWV�
the historical fact that this doctrine was undoubtedly inspired by the 
(DUO\�%XGGKLVW� WHDFKLQJV� DV� SUHVHUYHG� LQ� WKH� 3ƗOL� VXWWDV� DQG�&KLQHVH�
ƗJDPDV��1ƗJƗUMXQD��JHQHUDOO\�UHJDUGHG�DV�WKH�H൵HFWLYH�³IRXQGHU´�RI�WKH�
0ƗGK\DPLND�6FKRRO��FHUWDLQO\�GHFODUHV�WKDW�KLV�ĞǌQ\DWƗ�GRFWULQH�LV�QRQH�
other than the Buddha’s teaching of Conditioned Co-arising (SUDWƯW\D�
VDPXWSƗGD���7KH�FRXUVH�ZLOO�EHJLQ�E\�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�6ǌQ\DWƗ�GRFWULQH�
in the AΙΛDVƗKDĞULNƗ� 3UDMxƗSƗUDPLWƗ demonstrating that, just as the 
Early Buddhist teachings, the early portion of this text—constituting 
the stratum of “primitive SUDMxƗSƗUDPLWƗ teaching” as well as the 
9DMUDFFKHGLNƗ� 3UDMxƗSƗUDPLWƗ, in fact, consistently emphasizes the 
doctrine of non-Self (QDLUƗWP\D) and non-attachment rather than the 
term ĞǌQ\DWƗ. This will be followed by a discussion on the development 
of this doctrine in the 3DxFDYLΥVDWL�VƗKDĞULNƗ�3UDMxƗSƗUDPLWƗ where 
the term ĞǌQ\DWƗ came to be increasingly emphasized and distinctively 
elaborated.  In conjunction with the discussion of the AΙΛDVƗKDĞULNƗ, 
LPSRUWDQW�VWDQ]DV�IURP�1ƗJƗUMXQD¶V�0ǌODPDGK\DPDND�NƗULND will also 
be critically examined. 

Duration 30 hours
Method of 
Teaching

Lectures and class discussions

Method of 
Evaluation

 Ŷ Essay assignments        
 Ŷ In-class participation

Expected 
Learning 
Outcomes

At the end of this course, the student will be able to demonstrate:
i. a comprehensive understanding of the doctrine of VǌQ\DWƗ in the 

early 3UDMxƗSƗUDPLWƗ�WH[WV�DQG�1ƗJƗUMXQDV�H[SRVLWLRQ�

ii. gain a proper historical perspective of the development of the 
ĞǌQ\DWƗ�GRFWULQH�IURP�WKH�%XGGKD¶V�WHDFKLQJ�RI�SUDWƯW\D�VDPXWSƗGD 
in the discourses of Early Buddhism;

iii. GLVWLQJXLVK� WKH� VXEVHTXHQW� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� WKH� ĞǌQ\DWƗ� GRFWULQH�
in the relatively later SUDMxƗSƗUDPLWƗ textual materials from its 
earliest or primitive form in the earliest period (as discernible from 
the earliest portion of the $VΛDVƗKDVULNƗ�3UDMxƗSƗUDPLWƗ). 
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