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Syllabus for the Master of Arts in Buddhist Studies    

Course Code MABS 01
Course Title %XGGKLVW�'RFWULQHV�RI�WKH�3DOL�1LNƗ\DV��$QDO\VLV�DQG� 

Interpretation
Aim To give the students a critical and comprehensive knowledge of Buddhist 

GRFWULQHV�RI�3DOL�1LNƗ\DV�
Content Fundamental Teachings of early Buddhism, questions raised and 

VROXWLRQV�R൵HUHG�E\�WKH�PRGHUQ�VFKRODUV�RQ�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�HDUO\�
Buddhist doctrines, the diverse trends discernible in the Early Buddhist 
Discourses as to the nature of the world of sensory experience and the 
UHDVRQV�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�DGGXFHG�LQ�JUDVSLQJ�WKHLU�VLJQL¿FDQFH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
context of the religion.  Philosophical system of Early Buddhism will 
form an integral part of this course.  
7KH� FRXUVH� ZLOO� EH� EDVHG� RQ� 6XWWDSL৬DND� DQG� VXSSOHPHQWHG�� ZKHUH�
necessary, with the Abhidhammic and commentarial expositions.  It is 
in the interests of the student to gain an ability to read the Pali suttas in 
the original texts.

Duration 30 hours
Method of 
Teaching

Lectures, discussions and assignments

Method of 
Evaluation

 Ŷ Two assignments
 Ŷ  In-class participation
 Ŷ Final year examination

Expected 
Learning 
Outcomes

Ability to elaborate critically the fundamental teachings of 6XWWDSLΛDND 
and to read and understand relevant discourses in the original sources.

Recommended 
References

Conze, E. (1967). %XGGKLVW� 7KRXJKW� LQ� ,QGLD, London: George Allen 
Unwin.

Davids, Rhys (1978). 6DN\D�RU�%XGGKLVW�2ULJLQV, New Delhi: Oriental 
Books Reprint Corporation.

Grimm, George (1994). 7KH�'RFWULQH�RI� WKH�%XGGKD��7KH�5HOLJLRQ�RI�
5HDVRQ�DQG�0HGLWDWLRQ, New Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass.

Jayatilleke, K. N. (1980). (DUO\�%XGGKLVW�7KHRU\�RI�.QRZOHGJH, New 
Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass.

Jennings, J. G. (Eds.). (1974). 7KH�9HGDQWLF�%XGGKLVP�RI� WKH�%XGGKD, 
New Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass.

Johansson, E.A. Rune, (1970). 7KH� 3V\FKRORJ\� RI� 1LUYDQD, London: 
George Allen Unwin. 

Catherine ML Tan



PGIPBS - PROSPECTUS - 2020/2021 59

M
A

BS

_______, (1979). 7KH�'\QDPLF�3V\FKRORJ\�RI�(DUO\�%XGGKLVP, London: 
Curzon press. 

Keith, A.B. (1931). 7KH�'RFWULQH�RI�WKH�%XGGKD��%XOOHWLQ�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�
RI�2ULHQWDO�6WXGLHV, Vol. VI.

Ling, Trevor, (1973). 7KH�%XGGKD, England: Penguine.
Murti, T. R. V. (2008). 7KH�&HQWUDO�3KLORVRSK\�RI�%XGGKLVP, London: 

Routledge.
Pande, G. C. (1983). 6WXGLHV� LQ� WKH�2ULJLQV�RI�%XGGKLVP, New Delhi: 

Motilal Banarsidass.
Radhakrishnan, S. (1941).  ,QGLDQ�3KLORVRSK\, London: George Allen 

Unwin.
Robinson, R. (1970). 7KH�%XGGKLVW�5HOLJLRQ, California: Wadsworth Pub 

Co. Beyer, S. (1974).
Stcherbatsky, Th. (2005). 7KH�&HQWUDO�&RQFHSWLRQ�RI�%XGGKLVP, New 

Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass. 
_____, (1965). 7KH�&RQFHSWLRQ�RI� WKH�%XGGKLVW�1LUYDQD, The Hague: 

Mouton and Co. 
Warder, A. K. (1980). ,QGLDQ�%XGGKLVP, New Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass.
Winternitz, M. (1936). 3UREOHPV�RI�%XGGKLVP, Visva-Bharati Quarterly, 

Vol. II.


